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The end of the growing season and the start of the next one. If 

you think about it, December is a great month for vegetable 

gardeners. There’s no sowing to do and the only other work is 

the small amount of weeding and watering of crops under cover. 

So sit back, relax and take advantage of the break. Rather than a 

curse the cold, we should welcome it, the Swedes and parsnips 

start pumping out the sugars that give them their sweet taste, 

and the resident slugs and snails (the bane of our existence) is 

reduced. Luckily Christmas will soon be here, lifting our spirits 

and helping us survive until Spring. 

             

“Every year at this time, 

In cold and dark December, 

Families around the world all gather to remember, 

With presents and with parties, 

With feasting and with fun, 

Customs and traditions for people old and young.” 

Helen H Moore 

 



CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

I’m pleased to report that in the 4 months since our inaugural 

AGM we have achieved more than we could have initially hoped. 

Our membership has now doubled from the original 7 

Associations and now stands at 15. Thanks to Andrea’s 

enthusiasm and stamina we now have members from the East side 

of West Cheshire and I am sure that our membership will steadily 

increase as we head towards our 1st Birthday. 

The Federation, with the help of Alan Hull (NAS Mentor), has 

made very good progress with CW&CC in sorting out problems 

specific to individual sites and finalising the details of the Self 

Management Lease Agreement and associated documents. There 

are a few points that still need to be addressed but it is hoped 

that the first colonies will become self-managed early in 2014. 

I would like to thank you all for taking an active part in the 

Federation and hope that you have enjoyed the benefits that it 

has brought. It is your involvement that has helped to make these 

first few months a success and I have no doubt that this has given 

us a solid foundation on which to build for the future. 

May I  be the first to wish you all a Happy and Restful Christmas; 

ready to start Winter digging in the New Year with the 

enthusiasm that only the threat of a weed notice can bring. 

Colin Crawford 

Chairman. 

 

 

 

 

 



                     Meetings over the next month: 

CW&CC. The next scheduled Meeting is for 

8th January 2014    

Great Boughton Parish Council. We are still 

waiting for them to get back to us with their 

strategy for allotments. Talks have been held between the 

Federation and the two sites involved. Boughton Heath and 

Whitchurch Rd. 

Northwich Town Council. The Town Council have 4 sites. 

Further meetings are being arranged. As well as a meeting to 

put Council proposals to plot holders. The Federation has 

been invited to contribute to these discussions. 

Visits have been made to:  Whitby Poplars, Stamford Street and 

Townfields. If you should like to take advantage of a visit please 

let me know. 

The consultation letter sent out by CW&CC has resulted in 

contact being made with Willaston, Beeston View 1&2 

Our next schedule Management Committee meeting is for the 11th 

January. Venue and times will be posted in early January 

NSALG,  information  

NWC Federation meeting. 1st Dec hosted by Over Allotments 

Winsford. Chaired by Alan Hull. Our Chairman and members of 

Over Allotments represented WCAF. The meeting was very well 

attended and many topics covered minutes forward to 

Association/Society members. 

Allotment Officer’s Forum - 7th November, St Helen’s. Steve 

Quayle and Andrea Hallissey (thanks to Kevin as Taxi) attended 

and enjoyed seeing life from the other side of the fence. They 

agreed that if an area has a dedicated Allotment Officer (as it 

became clear that they are a dying breed)All efforts as plot 

holders should be made to pressure Councils to keep this 

communication link open. I have since sent a letter of thanks to 

Mr Simon Lammond detailing the help and support we continue to 

receive from Dave Chapman.   

As requested I sent a letter of thanks to Alan Hull by way of the 

Officers of the NSALG. He sends his thanks. 

 



Lease and other Documents. 

The Lease for those sites wishing to take the step towards Self 

Management should be ready in early January.  

A Document pack is being put together to help sites in the 

transition to self Management.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Month’s recipe  

Weetabix Low Fat Cake 

8oz Sugar 

4oz Sultanas and Raisins 

2oz Glace’ cherries 

2 Weetabix 

½ pint Semi Skimmed milk 

8oz Self raising flour 

2 eggs 

1. Mix and milk to a mixing bowl stir and leave to soak for 3 hrs. Then add the egg and flour. 
Mix well and spoon into a lined ½ pound loaf tin. Bake on gas mark 2 for 90 minutes. Note: 
you can mix and match the fruit. 

2. Turn out and cool. 

Not Christmas classics but both these recipes where supplied by Alan Cavanagh the chairman of 
Poorlots Allotment Association. They kindly hosted the NWC meeting on the 29th September and 
supplied a wonderful spread. The Weetabix cake was especially good. 

The web site is now open for business on; 

www.westcheshireallotmentfederation.com 

Regular updates will be made. Please post your news, views and pictures. The 
History of your particular site would I’m sure interest everybody. I’m learning the 
ropes so please forgive my presentation. 

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE NEWSLETTER 


